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It gives us great pleasure· to eay· Uiut
.>vo are no longer n Jonah.
Wo made n, whole, lot. of bluffs about

noltlhg· on tho gum«, and went so fur
ftd (o nay that Virginia would wipe tho
.»rill up with North Carolina to tho tune
of at least 10 points, and wo said wo
had an "X" to back It up with.
? good fellow from North Carolina

Wrote um a note and said ho'd cover our
X, and that ho'd bo In the city to put up
tho prlco.
Wo had to keep up the bluff, nnd wo

lout four hours looking for thtit fellow
before the game.
But, oh, Joyl wo couldn't find him,
Then wo returned the "X" to tho follow

It belonged to, unfl felt happy,
. t «

Now that tho foot-ball eeason Is over,
wo will begin nt onto to make arrange¬
ments to colebrato our "wood/in anni¬
versary."
Wo havo beon off tho turf long enough

to have a wooden anniversary, and wo

hope our friends will help un celebrato It
appropriately.
We don't caro how many duplicates wo

receive.
Several duplicato cords of wood would

bo gladly thanked for, and wo nro not
particular about what comes next.
But wo don't want any wooden nickels,

8cvcn times have wo boon to sco the
Bijou bunch, und wo muât «ay that
whllo tho whole affair passes off pleas¬
antly, wc must say that Miss "'Edna
Mitchell Is ? charming old maid nlstcr.
Her conception of the part la just what

Otorgo 'Ado wanted, and, -whllo being
a vory pretty woman, she is a fine old
maid.
By tho wny, Miss Edna Mitchell Is

nono other than the wlfo of Professor
ricorso Nichols, tho best musical direc¬
tor tho company has ever had.
Mr. Nichols le a composer of note. All

the scintillations In the pieces put on by
tho company are from his pen and baton.
He wrote "I have waited long, waited

long for you":· "My Drowsy Babe"; "I
"Love Some One"; "My Honey B.io";
"Little Willie Green"; "Alone"; "Lena";
"Under the Polar Star," and many
others.
Ho was with "The Prodigal Fathers"

a long timo, and was owner of "Sis
Hopkins," which ho sold to John Ster¬
ling, of Buffalo.
As a leader he seem« to us to be right

at the top. H.T.

HIGHLAND NOTES.

¦Reunion of Large and Remark¬
able Family.

(Special to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.)
????????. VA., Nov. 28..Owing to

the soaring of prices on turkeys Just be¬
fore Thanksgiving, other fowls wore sub¬
stituted In many humble homes of High¬
land. Tho day was observed, however,
In the usual quiet way.feasting In the
'homes and ? Joint public service at one

of tho churches. Tho crisp, freezing
temperature, togothar with a big advance
In prices, had a tendency to quicken the
marketing of turkeys, and all tho poul¬
try yards In town woro soon made to re¬
wound with tho calls nnd gobbles so In.
keeping with the joyous occasion.
Vf. H. Mntheny. of the Highland Re¬

corder, celebrated the day by getting out
tho first edition of a paper over printed
on a power press In Highland, he having
replaced the old hand press, which had
been on duty hero since 1877. for one of
the modern wonders.tho only ono In the
county.
Solomon Simmons, a laborer living near

town, has beon very HI from blood-pois¬
oning, tho result of running a nail In his
kneo.
Mr. Oliver Armstrong and wlfo. of Cat¬

ion's Fauquler county, aro on a visit to
their legion of friends In Highland and
Pendlcton. Mr. Armstrong was a valued
and respected citizen of this county un¬
til ISSI. Ho Is the father of a largo fam¬
ily, In tho raising of which he and his
estimable lady have scored a remarkable
record. Out of twelve children eleven
have grown to manhood and womanhood,
nono of whom have ever used whiskey,
tobacco or coffee, and all are professing
Christians.

-Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong enjoy a vigo¬
rous and happy old nga.

MISSING FARM HAND
PERISHED IN COLD

(Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.)
BURLINGTON. N. J., Nov. 28..John

Quinn, a hired man on the farm ot Sam¬
uel Llpplncott, near Columbus, Is dead as
a result of exposure. Quinn left his em¬

ployer early in tho week, promising to
return In a fow hours. As Ivi did not re¬
turn, a search was made, and he was
found In a rarely frequented lano. His
arms wero froz»»n stiff, and It Is believed
ho had been lying In the position in
which he was fliscovered a day and two
nights.
Quinn was removed to a. farm house and

ß physician worked over him several
hours lp a vain ^effort to save his Ufo».
The supposition Is that after wandorlng
about ho sat down by tho fenco to rest,
ana was overcome by tho cold.

Bright's Disease
AND

Bloating, Gravel, Dull Back Ache,
Kidney Diseases, Urinary Affection*
cure«, by tuklng Stuart's Uln and JJuchu.
The worst forms ot Kidney and Bladder
Truuble; after every intelligent remedy
has tailed, aio always curable by taking
Siuari's Uln and Buchu. It is a bland, da-
liKi.ifully pleasunt tasiing medicine, that
ii«:?.·, diructing on the kidneys and bladder,
qi.n.kiy draining out »very impurity, heal-
in/; and strengthening the kuineys. giving
tin-in life and vigor. Stuart's Uin and
Buciiu inviirlaiiy ciwes Biihiit's _iae.«.
anu Diaoetes even when tin, patient hau
given up hope, or w-hero they had been
luppud lu drain off the aocuniuluieu

DISEASED KIDNEY SYMPTOMS,
Agonizing pains in the back, swollen legs
ur ubiluiuon, dlschaigcs from the urethra,
neuralgia of thu bladder, burning sen«*·
turn or difficulty In passing water, also
a treiiuout desire or even involuntary dis¬
charge of the urino, catarrh of the blad¬
der, stone In the bladder, dlsagreeubla
odor of Ihe urine, scanty and high-col¬
ored r heu mu Ism. with aches and paini
in bones and back. Death may frequent¬
ly follow these uyniptotmt,
Par any or these symptom*

tain: Stuurt's Ohi and liuchu, and yuii
will be rumored to health, and your kid·
neys upd bladder perfectly cured. Rtuart'»
Clin and liuchu sweelons the urine,
cleanses the bladder, removes all obstrue,
tlons from tho kidneys and urethra, make«
thu blood pure. The highest giade kid-
»rey remedy made. Thoroughly tested for
past 20 years in hospitals nnd private prac¬
tice, Diuttglsts or by express, $t. SAM¬
PLE BOTTI.-. alHO circular, giving some
of the many cures made. PHEE, by writ,
lng Stuart Drug Co., Atlanta. Ga. Spécial
medical advice given If you describe your
trouble, Sold in Richmond. Va., by
TRAQLE D.U~. CO., S17 Eeet Broad
Street. Call or write. Stuart's Gin and
Buchu sent 'oy exprea*

s

TJialhimer's,
HPtchmond's Sreat ¿fashion Sloro.

CLOAK; SUIT AND FUR SECTION
SUPREMACY was never more aptly shown than at this time. The people were never

more enthusiastic. We were never better prepared to meet their demands. We point
with pride to our "Low Prices'' on garments of merit.

Now for Comfortable Furs.
At last the real fur season has come, when furs fend off the

biting wind and defy the weather. We have them in many and
various styles and at fair prices.

$2.50
Brook Mink Scarfs, cluster of. six

largo tails, fastens with
chain, special.
Doublo Coney Scarfs, two. yards

long, throo tails at each tf·* A A

Broad fiable Opossum nnd Isabella
Opossum Scarfs, six largo (C (\f\
tails and chain . f_"».?_»
Isabella Fox nnd Sable Fox Scarfs,

largo brush tails, dlfforent lengths
and oil qualities, from <C | E fifi

Flat Btolos, finished
and

l*»«,-IS to
Blue Wolf

with cord
»iß and.
Squirrel Collarettes and Btolos, all

tho now shapos, from tì! *I e ??

,.^:$17.50

$50.00

Natural and Blonded Mink Collar-
nttes. Scarf« and Stoles, &A S ??
17.48 to .f^?.??
Molo Skin Scarfs and

Stolta, flO to .

Double Fox Scarfs, both Isabella
and Sabio Fox, from<teA ??

Tho fashlonablo Black Lynx Scarfs,

S'^:>^:!^;| 100.00
Both Flat and Bound Miiffs to match

all Neck Pieces.
Children's Furs, In White Angora,

White Thibet, White Fox, Squirrel,
Beaver and all popular tf -] ??
furs, fl.ßO to .f/.??
Ladles' Plain Seal and Mink

Trimmed Fur Ccats, 9'Jti^l07ti (\(\

Mufflers forMen and Women
If in doubt about a Muffler, see our magnificent assortment

of superior styles and qualities. Wc have them as low as 50c. and
as high as $2.50.and at all the intermediate prices.

? World of Handkerchiefs.
Every worthy kind and quality here in profusion, and at little

prices. Two examples suffice for illustration:
Women's finest of Pure Linen Handkerchiefs, beautifully em¬

broidered or lace trimmed.35c. values.choose at 25c.
Ladies' Linen Hemstitched Embroidery, all linen sheer, hem¬

stitched and heavy linen, at 12 1-2C. each.,
Ladies' Plain All-Linen Handkerchiefs at 10c. each.
Children's Plain White School Handkerchiefs, 6 for 15c.

Advance Christmas Suggestions from the

Haberdashery Store.
Neckwear^- for tho Men.Fo-ur-In-

Hands. Aecots, Squares, Puffs. Tecks,
ind Ties. All tho newest shapes and
holiday assortment of patterns In light,
rnedlum and dark effects; one In a

box; prices aro 25o., 60c., d* f f\(\
75c. and . **> f ·""
Mftn's Gloves.All tho beet makes

_ro represented here. Woollen Olovea
for street and driving, and unUned
rape Gloves; prices from 25o flì | CQ
Men's Full Dress Protectors.made

with the shawl collar, lined with white

quilted silk, In black groa grain, eatln
and peau do. sole, »1.00 fl·^ Cjft
Men's Suspenders.In «Ilk webs, In

plain and In fanoy patterns, mounted
lth sterling and gold buckles, boxed

specially for Christmas glfteCf Cfi
from BOo. per pair to.... ? ¦,·.*'"
Umbrellas, natural wood and fancy

handles, from f ?.ß? ?? j ? ??

Men's Fancy Cotton Wool flllk
and Lisle Hoi«, from ß | f\f\
is 1-20. to. f?.??/

Our Supremacy as Leaders in

Ladies9 Coats
, , Has Long Been Acknowledged.

eleovo
Corlarle«« Box Coats, tan and black, satin lined throughout, full *<¦¦/ {-?

Military Coat, velvet collars, deop ehouldor cape«, full stoevos, jtj | f\ r\f\
Jauntily trimmed win» brass buttons. «pIv.U

Zibeline Coats, trimmed with velvet and, gun metal buttons, (t | ? »>?
Cloth Coats, velvet collar, double shoulder capes, box back, front ÍJ | C AA
.el trimmed, full sleeves. F * ·?.·""
Black Corset Coats, tn broadcloth and Mountvalo, flO.OO «fc^/l ?G,

Covert Corset Costs, all length«, flO.OO 4»2»> 00

Children's Coa*s.
One lot of odds nnd ends Children's Coats, sizes four years to ton q^y CO

years; values five to ten dollars, choice. $4.D\J
Children's Zibeline Coats and Poter Thompson Con In. with douhlo *? ??

capes and bras« buttons, sizes six years to fourteen years. »r'''""
Children's Extra Quality Bluo Zibeline Coats, collarlcsi» effect, trimmed

with combination of red cloth and black Perelan, strap across back, «t^ (r/\
elegant value, at. f i ,p\t

Children's Rain Coats, cadet, tan and Oxford, military capes, fc f? (\(\
«JT.BO, f8.BO and. «P » v. W

Plain Cloth and Zibeline Coats, military effect and velvet trim- «£| E (\f\
med, «8.80to. .'..'.¦:.'. f?-.U-

?¬
? new line of Misses' Coats Just received, Jaunty styles, fT.BO 4j20 00

ima. Underwear Bargains.
Extra Heavy Cotton Vests and Pants, well flecccJd, are more

popular with some people than wool garments. We offer five
cases at these prices:
85c Vests and Pants, heavy -IS/.

ribbed, In ecru. _««_.-

Cotton Union Suite, gTay and ecru,
Onelta and Florence brands, good
weights, well fleeced, finished with
silk crochet edging and tape; tZf)f>
worth 65c. and 75c, on sale for .'VJW

Dadles' Extra Size Heavy Fleeced
Vests and Pants, sold else- Tffj,
where at .c; our price. «_«__

Children's Wool Mixed Wrappers,
were 25c, to ho closed out | Cn

Children's 60c. All Wool ic»
Wrappers, to close at. OOK,

Ladles' White Wool Ribbed Pant«
hat
pair
that were $1 to be closed out at CQs·»

Flannels and Flannelettes.
We are affording for to-morrow some very extra values in

these goods. The cream of the stock as usual must supply the
bargains. The demand for the warmer-fabrics is sharp these cold
days. These reductions will make it sharper.
All Wool Gray Twill Flannel, extra

heavy quality, original price. ^C-
80c, this week. -Qu'¬
Extra Heavy All Wool Red Twill

Flannel, quality and weight IC«
oannot be matched, for, yard.. ».fVV
We'still have a little more Brown

Edge Noera Flannel loft that's ^ßr
worth 35c, for, yard. .»¦»._

Double Fold French Flannelettes,
In good patterns and dainty f e.
oolors, Tegular IS 2-3o. quality, ¦ öv
Flannelettes In good colors and nie·

patterns, regular 12 l-2o. quai- | f\ .

Flannelettes in light grounds, with
dots' and stripes, worth 12 l-2c, f ?_

Gloves. You Don't Like to Have
Cold Pingers, Do You ?

Well, why not come to us and let us furnish you with nice,
warm Gloves at prices that cannot be beat in Richmond? Just
look at these few numbers wc mention here, as a small selection
of our enormous stock of winter Gloves:
Fast Black nnd Fleece Lined Ladles'

Cnshere Gloves, with and without
clasps, 30c, valilo, for, por 'JE!,-.
pair .

_*_>C
Children's Golf Gloves, In all colors,

extra heavy quality, for, por OCr·
pair ..j.......

-COL»
I.adlos' Silk Gloves, cashmero "7C.-,

lined, at, pair. 'ö*»·

Our Begular Wc. Ladles' Taffeta
nnd Cashmere, Flocco Lined. Fast-
Black, Two-Clasp Gloves, for, Cflf-
Lndies' Golf Gloves, tho ¡lie. quality,

in good, heavy gradea, In all ^C/»
colors, for, pair. _&ÖL»,
' Ladles' Silk Gloves, silk <P I f\(\
lined, at, pair.4» 1 .UU

Hosiery.
Keep Your Feet Warm.

That is the principal thing to do when the winter is coming,
especially when you can do it so easily and inexpensively in our

Hosiery Department, where wc combine first-class goods with
lowest prices. Just look at a few of our specials for to-morrow:
50 dozen Ladles' Best Fleece Lined

and All Wool Hose, with gray heel
and toe, regular üío. quality, ^E-
for. pair. AO\*

Infante' 3!lc. Wool Hose, ellk too
and heel, all colors and all OC/-.
sizes, for, pair. _i-»V

Men's Fino Cashmere Wool Bocke,
In black, gray and tan, at 9S»r
per pair.». __öL.

Our 35c. Extra Heavy Ribbed Boys'
Blcyclo Hose, triple knoo, heel, sole
and toes, guaranteed fast black, _H5/» ¦·

/«pedal at, pair. ?*?\>
Ladles' Finest 65c, Worsted Hose,

gray heel and toe, for, per ???

Men's Heavy Wool Mixed Socke,
In black and gray, at, 1?|/?
pair. . I_&5^C
Well, is It Cold
Enough for You?

We can warm your body by night with our Blankets.and
your soul we warm with the prices and values we offer.

???.: $5.00

Blankets.
11-4 AH Wool White Blan- «? ??

kots, good 16 values, for.... -JJC-UV
12-4 All Wool White California

Blankets, pink, blue and red bor¬
ders, a 19 value, for, per £·*** eA

Grey Blankets,
pair, fi to._..

Fìlli Sire Whit« Cotton
Blankets for, pair. $1.00

Comfortables.
And when you get into bed these cold nights you know you

can appreciate a big, fluffy, down Comfortable.
We can give you a large, full slued,

one-piece Cotton Knotted
Comfortable, for ...'..·; $1.50

A fine Sateen Flowered and .un¬
sized Comfortable,
for., . $2.00

A Comfortable of fine eiderdown, cotton filling, extra large, f2.50.

fällte"..Leather Goods.
In Wrist Bags we are showing the largest and finest collec¬

tion that has ever been shown. We have purchased the finest that
the markets afford, together with a large asortment at popular.
low prices.

A MOUNTAIN ROMANCE
By EMMA HENRY FERGUSON.

Gerald Huntly was a young civil en¬

gineer, «fresh from the scientific «Murées
of Fribourg college He was a Virginian,
on orphan, and tho inheritor of a large
estate In the Blue Ridge mountains. After
four years' absence, he returned home to

Und work almost at Ids door; for a new

railroad was being prospected for on the
opposite side of tho mountain that over¬

shadowed his broad lands, and he had
been summoned to conclave with tho corpa
of engineers camped at its base, which ie-

quired him to cross by a wild and lonely
trail.
Tho morning after the summons, the

August sun shone down brilliantly upon
the young man and his horse a-s th«»y
moved along the tree-lined road that ran

at tho base of the western foothills, show¬

ing oft their propostions with fine distinc¬
tion. A handsome picture they made.

The horse was Jet black, deep chested,
with flowing mane and nrchod nock.a
full-blooded beloff Imported from Russia,
as well tutted for climbing iho rocky
trails of tho Virginia mountains, as for

sweeping over tho level arid wastos of

Siberia!
The ongineor's face was straight, classlo

In outllno and noble In expression. From
behind a pair of full blue eyes, a dreamy
soul emanated that softened their keen

brilliancy and told of nn Introspectivo na¬

ture.and truly.In contradistinction to Ills
material professional qualities, Gerald
Huntly's chief characteristic wag'tile.llsm.
He was thirty years old, yet no absorbing
lovo for woman had ever onterod his be¬

ing. An Ideal dwelt In his heart.an ideal
of softness and beauty, saturating his in¬
ner consciousness.prolific in beautiful
conceptions.and causing a cold, critical
Niirvoy of all women ho encountered In

tho flesh.
For to-dny's travel ho was drcesed In a

suit of brown corduroy, high flap boots
and closo-flttlng cap, from which a shock

of yellow hair fell in waves about his
ears ond neck, A hunting horn was

swung from his back. A rltle was strap¬
ped to his saddle in front, while two

rovolvers protruded from a wide leather
belt at his waist. In person ho was a

typical King Arthur knight. In manner,

quietly courteous. In speech, reticent.a
specimen of manhood that appeals with
irreslstlblo charm to tho feminine heart.
But though full of the virility of youth,
tho romantic eloment subordinated the

material In this brave looking knight,
and lovo could come to him only under
startling conditions.like a flash of light¬
ning In a whirling storm!
"I will live and die a bachelor In my

mountain home," he mused, costing his

eyes over his vast lands to a! stately co¬

lonial mansion sittlnK high amid lordly
oaks; "no lovely dark-eyed heroine will
ovor bless me with her love. She lives
not.save In my dreams."
Ho slackened his speed oh tip turned

upward to the foothill trail, and, after
an hour's tortuous windings, farther un

Into tho shades of the great mountain,
Tho narrow defiles led him away from th*
haunts of men, higher and higher Into the
depths of the liolghtB. Baring Ills hendía
soemlng act of reverence to the silent
majesty of nature.ho took In long
draughts of 020110 from the fragrant
plues.
Towards midday ho halted In a grove

of oak op level loud, and tho trill of a

stream greeted his ears. Dismounting, he

teihored and fed his horse from a bug of

outs which lie carried behind his saddle,
und sitting down against a high boulder
near a waterfall that enlivened the hu-

«inusterud spot with its tinkling music,
ho place«! his rille beside the rock, and
took out his own Himplo lunch of broad
and «-heesi!. As ha alo the crackle of
dead timbers btoko tho silence. Ho caught
up his lille, hut lowered It again ns an

ocelot, a species of wildcat founil In the
Virginia, mountain.»:, descended from tho
genuino ocelot of aid Moxlco, camo halt¬
ingly through the ui'ideTgrowtli towards
him.Its short lega and spotted body close
to the ground. Evidently I his wus the
animal's first sight of mortal man, for
it crouched abjectly, and Its wild eyes
became dazed with astonishment. Our
traveler divided his limoli, and throw it
deftly into the bush«. The creature

en (Ted greedily, hunted furtively, and
finding tho tld-bits, turned and galloped
oft amicably.
"Why should I kill you, little brother?"

mused the young man, following Its pret¬
ty, sinuous motions; "You are one of the
kings of solitude. The mountain Is your
throne."
Presontly a lark flew down to a blos¬

soming vine beside the waterfall, and
sang to ita murmuring accompaniment a

brilliant, impromptu. No cantatrice in
musical Germany ever gave tho cultured
student such Joy as this little mountain
warbler, whose lmprovlsaUon soarea in¬
dependently above all formula ot muBlo
built upon science!
He scattered sonio bread crumbs around··

him. The song ceased. A tiny head
cocked sideways. A pair of. brown wings
spread gently.and down flew the natural
songster to feast with man once, if never
ngaln.
At this mom ont the sound of human

voices broke discordantly upon his ears,
and on tho other side of tho boulder that
concealed him, the tramp of horses and
words from masculine tongues camo dis¬
tinctly through the thin air to him.
"If she perishes In this wilderness it

will he through her own stubborn reck¬
lessness," aald ono In a volco ot high
oxospcratlon.
"Say rather through aversion to me,"

repeated another in á throaty, Southern
drawl. "Gad It takes the starch out of
a follow to have a girl plunge into these
hideous wilds.the lair of wild boasts.In
order to oscape from him!"
Thoy passed on, and Gerald rose from

his seat and quickly resaddled hie home.
Tho chivalry of his nature sprang to the
front and called for action.
"Somo tender woman Is lost In tho

mountain," he murmured, his eyes glis¬
tening, "to escape these two men she has
run tho risk of her Ufo. One of them
is evidently an abhorred lover, the other
perhaps an Interested guardian. No fath¬
er would speak thus of his daughter,,"
Mounting, he pursued his way with new

interest. The trail was now downward
and more circuitous, carrying him into
many dark byways.often through Jun¬
gles. With rifles on half cock, casting
keen, fearless eyes into every recess,
around each boulder, the engineer search¬
ed the mountain, feeling his spirits ris¬
ing to exhilaration a» at each step he
penetrated into fresh places of perl),
No other human voice, however, assail¬

ed his ears, nor could he discover the
least sign of footprints In Ilio damp eod
of the shelving trail to show that mun or
woman had boon beforo him. As the af¬
ternoon sun weakened, and the gloom of
evening darkened the sombro, dense
mountain defilo, he hurried to reavu
the baso of tho easlorn foothills before
nightfall.
"God help tho poor creature It night

overtake» her In this porllous region," ho
oxclalmed desparlngly.
Coming suddenly out of a labyrinth of

Juniper and spreading Ur, ho found the
way obstructed by an immense grotto
formed of boulders, with an opening largo
enough to admit a human, but now (lllod
by a heavy rock that had fallen directly
In front of It from above, leaving, how¬
ever, narrow apertures at thu top and
aidas for light and air.
"Not a bad place for sleeping, If one

could got In," soliloquized the woary
horseman, as ho dismounted to fill hlu
camping cup from a rill of water that
run In front of tho grotto, loosening hla
home's bridle reins a« well, for drinking.
"You will got Tn; Heaven has sent you

to resemi me," answered a volco from
amidst tho rooks, as sweet and low an a
suminur zephyr.
Tho horso sprang hank upon Its haunch-

en nt tho Htrange human sound«
above its lowered head. The O'jp'
foil from tho young man's hand. In
an Instant his face-, was pressed against
ono of tho flsmirofi, but ho could see only
the nijtllnes of a ffjninlc form.
"How did you get in thla rilaco.}·'' be

orivi-

"I fled from two persecutors this morn¬
ing and hid here. The opening was cov-
orod with vines, and I tore thero off. and
I suppose that dislodged the rock, above,
for It fell soon after I got In- I have
been in despair, and prayed for death.
It eeeins a thousand years since morn¬
ing."
"Do not despair! Tour persecutors are

far away on the other sido of the moun¬
tain. I heard them talking at noon. Their
route was westward."
He threw off his coat as ho spoke. Then

he led his horso to a distant copse of
trees, and poured down the balance of the
oats from the bag.
"You will neod a good bait now, old

fellow," he said cheerily, "for you will
havo to carry double weight the rest of
the way." ,

Talcing off the brldlo reins and his
leather belt he buckled them firmly to-·
gethor and returned quickly to the grotto.
Throwing the strap around tho top of tho
rock and bracing himself, ho gave the
strength of his splendid muscles to one
steady backward pull. The heavy stone
tottored. then veered slowly to the left
and fell sideways, leaving tho opening
free.
"Come out!" he hastily cSmmanded,

"other rocks may fall."
A young girl sprang through the open¬

ing and stood bofore him In the evening
light. At a glance ho took In tho picture
sho made. Ho saw a superb form en¬
cased glove-like, in a dark traveling suit.
a mass of black hnlr with an auburn
sheen upon it, falling In curls from be¬
neath a small hat down on a proudly
curved neck.a skin of satin texture,
dark and warm as an Andalusian's, with
a pomegrnnlte blush underlying It.a
pair of dusky eyes full of tho fire and
sentiment of Spanish climes.
With Incomparable grace this lovely

apparition held out two small, trembling
hands to him.
"You have saved mo from a horrible·

fate," she murmured plantlvely. Her
; voice had a sweet, broken chord in it
like the rlplplng muslo of the waterfall,
Her pronunciation had tho quaint ex¬
actness of the Ivouslana Creolo,
Gerald Htinlly stood for ono moment

spell-bound, gazing at tho beautiful
creature, then.an overmastering flood
of ecstacy, that soft oftlatlon of celes¬
tini fire that brings to a man Ilice a
rushing breeze, the first throes of pas¬
sionate love.swept over his soul, nnd
bore him down upon his knees to her
ftet. . .

Bonding over him reverently, sho laid
hor hands upon his yellow, uncovered
head. '

"You are like a knight of the olden
tlmel she said In her low, musical
voice,
"You are the embodiment of my man¬

hood's dream!" he replied, looking up
into her eyea, an dtbrllllng at hor touch.
"Will you not commission mo to entor
the lieta a« a knight of old would for
his lady, and rescue you from your per¬
secutors?"

Hho gave a soft, Joyous lough, and
prc-Bsed her hands gently upon the mas-
ulve waves of 111» huir.
Ho rose with tho all' of. a conqueror.
"It Is dangerous to "remain near this

pilo of rocks," bo wuddmily orled, "come
nway I"
"1 must' get nil' satchel first."
Rounding back to the opening and

reaching In hur arm, Hho secured a
filiali, sllver-iiii.imterl bag. The next
moment lier «lttlivorer's arm was ilwowti
around her, and she was borne boldly to
the copse of wood beside thu hors«;.and
.not an Insinui too soon, for uu they
reached It, tho wholo structure, with a
volcanic rumble nnd quiver, collapsed,
and fell hi one mighty pile, blocking tho
»stream I« front of it as woll. arid send¬
ing It buck from its course In angry,
foaming contortions!
The girl turned with a cry nnd hid her

face In her deliverer's breasjt. He folded

both arms arouri. her, and held her pro-
tectlngly, terlderiy.
"You are ß?t?,"' ho.TVhlspored; "try to

blot from memory, the terrors of this
day.. Think of tho future."
"The future-" She trembled vio¬

lently In his arms. "Suppose thoy find
.me?"

"Í will shoot the first man who lays
bis hand upon you," was the low, stern
response.
He found a fallen troo, and with his

arms etili around her, eat down.
"Tell me ,the history of this terrible

adventure," he gently asked. "What
drove you to tako refuge In the moun¬
tain?".
Leaning against his heart, sho told her

tale, pathetic enough to awaken tho In¬
dignation of a far loss chivalrous man
than' Gerald Hun tly.
"My name,", sho said, "Is Celeste Bl-

vi6re. My father was a Creolo gentle¬
man, and he owned a largo Bugar plan¬
tation on the Red River, flfy mile·
above New Orleans, He dlod when I
was very small, and I inherited hla
whole estate.being an only child. My
mother married again," sho slghod plain¬
tively, and then wont on; "my step-
father became my guardian, and whon I
grow to womanhood I found that ho had
raised mortgages on my property
through a money-broker In Now Orleans
who wished to marry mo. It was ar¬

ranged between thorn that I was to be
persuaded or If need bo forced Into a

mariage before next year, whon I will
bo twenty-ono, Tho plan was kept from
mc, and I wnH beguiled Into taking this
trip to tho Virginia mountains alone with
my stop-father, by tho promise of a

travel through Canada In the early
autumn, the prospect of which delighted
me. The name of Signor Alphonse Mo¬
relli (the broker), was not mentioned In
connection with the trip. This morn¬
ing, however, at tho railway Junction
below here, ho joined us, and to my
consternation I found that tickets were
to be bought to Washington City Instead
of a mountain resort, and the nefarious
plan of having me married by special U-
cense In tho District of Columbia was

unfolded to mo.' My Canada trip waa to
bo a bridal tour!
My mother must have euspeoted some

evil design, for. sho gave mo a liberal
sum of. money, which I havo In this
satchel, nnd sho. made mo promise io re¬

turn to her at all risks, If anything dia¬
ti esslng occurred,
,"The train rested an hour at the Junc¬

tion,, nitd whon tho two conspirators
wont out to smoke and buy tho tickets,
I paid the woman In the waiting room
to direct mo to the nearest mountain
trallrrbuylng her seoreoy as well.and
under the cover of the trees nt the back
of tho depot I fled to the hills, f had
traveled upward but a ahort dlstanae
when I came to tho grotto.a stooping
pinco evidently built by mountain wood¬
cutters.and hid In. it, Intending tn re¬

turn to the Junction for the southern
ovi-nlng express, and hoping to reach
my mother before tho mon's search for
mo was ended. You know the rest."
Gerald roso with an Iron-llko gleam

In blu bino oyes.
"You shall bo Hi-ved," was his only re¬

mark.
Ho quickly mounted, leaving his rlflo

In tho thick undergrowth, pistols, he
know, being the necessary weapons at

night, when encounters aro ulwaya sot»
tied at close quarlera.
"Stop on my toot," he gently com¬

manded, throwing It from tho stirrup.
The next insinui.with the grace and
spring of nn untelnpe- the girl waa sent»
ud hoforo him, Tho btdoff, who seamed
horn for adventure In foreign places, bore
thu additional weight unflinchingly, us a

gentleman should In an emergency.aroh-
ing his superb Heels und stopping forth
and down over tho brushy trail.
Night in lato summer comes quickly in

the mountains, and darkness eooii envel¬
oped them.hut the Joy of celestial mid¬
day illuminated the young man's heart,
aa tho girl's full, deep bosom throbbed
against it, and hor perfect form nestled
to the emhrn.ro of his arm.
"We aro near the bottoni oí Ui* foot-

hills," he assured her. "You have nothing
more to fear."·
"FearT" He heard again the sweet

ripple of her láugth. '

The dense growth of the trail struok
across them as tho horse worked Its way
downward. Stopping a moment, ho gath¬
ered the unbound hair that lay scattered
over his arm, and tenderly thrust It Into
the bosom of his blouse coat.
With child-like confidence, the girl

turned her face and laid It on his shoul¬
der. And thus.In Bilenco more eloquent
than a volume of words.they descended
to hard, level land.
On one side, a little distant, lay tho en¬

gineers' camp. On tho other, the line of
railway by which sho had come. Gerald
stopped hl3 horse, and by the light of tho
moon, which now shed a silvory sheen
down upon them, ho looked deop Inlo
tl.io midnight eyes uplifted to his.and
spoke.
"Tho gravest moment of your Ufo has

arrived to you, sweot one," ho said,
straining her gently to his breast. "You
-must choose hero nnd now. Will you re¬

turn to your mother and tako chances
against further persecution?, Or, will you
come to Washington with mo? Tho dls-
tnnco is not great. The evening train Is
duo In a hour. Before your pursuers have

relinquished their search through thifl
mountain.and your step-father wl|l leave
no stone unturned to find you.we can b*|
married,"
She answered him not in words, but liftJ

lng her head, her fresh, flower-like moutjj
on his. Something In the tremulous, timidi
yielding of her soul In the act, made hhn§
know that It was her first kiss of love!

"I will go with you," she whisperedj
"and then you will take me to mymothetf
In Louisiana."

"1 will bring you back first to ms|
mountain homo."
"You live here? In the mountains?"
"Yes. I havo a noble Inheritance herd

to bestow upon you. The others cae
keep your money If they wish. I haví
searched the world over for you, nijJ
beautiful. Ideal love, and I have found!
you at last; and alone and unassisted
havo rescued you from peril. To the vici
tor, you know, belongs the spoils. I shalf
keep you the. way it pleasos me boat.'l
Ho kissed her passionately.masterfully!
"You have not asked me my name!" hfl

said presently, smiling fondly down
hor.
"Your nnmo?" with a slight starti

"True.but." circling his nock with heal
arms, "that Is a small matter. I shale]
always call you My Knight."

SYDNOR & HUNDLEY

AT OUR SPECIAL SAU!
REGULAR SELLIM
PRICE. PRICE.

A s-piece Mahogany Suit.... $S28.oo $414.00
A 3-piece Mahogany Suit.,. 398.00 199.00
A 3-piece Curly Birch Suit. 1,50.00 75.00
A 3-piece Over-Stuffed Parlor Suit. 73.25 36.63
A ??-foot Mahogany Extension Table.... 55.00 37.50
A 3-piece Gilt Parlor Suit. 108.00 54.00
A Mahogany Parlor Divan. 45.00 33.50
A Walnut Idbrary Table. 29.00 14,50
A Mahogany Bureau, Cheff and Table.... 392.00 196.00
A Velour Couch. 37.50 18.75
A Velour Adjustable Davenport. 33-Q° 16.50
A Mahpgany Bureau and Chiffonier. 307.00 304.67
Twin Mahogany Beds, Bureau and Cheff.. 240.00 160.00
A 6-piece Birdeye Suit (fine). 432-So 388.33
A 4-piece Mahogany Suit. 31700 311.34
A Fine Mahogany Sideboard and Table... 182.00 tai.oo

A Fine Oak Sideboard. 160.00 106.67
A Fine Mahogany Sideboard. 120.00 80.00
A Fine Walnut Suit, 3 pieces. 222.00 j48.00
A Fine Golden Oak Suit, 3 pieces. 120.00 80.00
A Library, Pool and Billiard Table. 100.00 66.67
A Large, Handsome Gilt Mirror. 165.00 uo.oo

A Very Large Oak Hall Rack. 140.00 93·'33
A Fine Mahogany Colonial Sideboard.... 136.00 90.67
A Fine Carved Oak Bookcase. 55·°° 36.67

Lots of Dining Chairs, Suits, Wardrobes and Odd Pieces
in every department.
We haven't space to note hundreds of other articles. Do

not miss this sale; you may never have an opportunity to get
euch values as this sale oft'era,

SYDNOR & HUNDLEY,
BROAD STREBT. ..


